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The Miracle of Birth  
and New Life

Following what seemed like a long Winter and wet Spring, how refreshing 
it is to be experiencing this burst of new life which Summer suns have 
been encouraging! - fresh, bright-green, soft-to-the-touch, new leaves 

on the trees; signs of the new crop of vegetables and plants breaking through 
the soil; birdsong in the air as they mark their patch or feed their chicks; and 
colourful blossoms filling the ‘palettes’ of street life and back gardens.  This is 
‘the Miracle of Birth and New Life’ in creation which brings so much hope.

Miracle of Birth and New Life in our Families
Even more amazing when it happens in our own families, as Gwen and I 
have experienced recently once again with the birth of our third grandchild 
on Sunday 2nd May.  First child for our youngest son, John, and his wife 
Dominique, their son Jackson weighed in at 7 lbs. 10 ozs. and sported quite a 
head of hair!

David and Gwen with new grandson, Jackson
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As is normal, the parents are pretty exhausted with the new routine, but they 
are undoubtedly just overwhelmed by the wonder of it all - the Miracle of Birth 
and New Life.  And both sets of grandparents are only too pleased to get the 
chance to lend a helping hand.

This particular point in the life of our country and in the life of our congregation 
is a very challenging place to be, so I want to take this analogy a little further.

New Life for our Country, and for the World
After a very dark period of around 15 months during which the Coronavirus 
Pandemic caused thousands of deaths in many countries (128,000 in the UK), 
and following a very successful vaccination programme, we are now about 
to experience something close to ‘normality’ once again with the lifting of 
lockdowns and many other restrictions.  There has of course been much sadness 
in this dark period where families have suffered, people have lost jobs and the 
education of many children and students has taken a real blow.  But we pray 
that God will help us to make the most of our ‘new life’, not taking anything for 
granted, yet taking with us the lessons we have learned.

The Miracle of Birth and New Life for Individuals
It was the challenge Jesus put out to Nicodemus in John 3:3 - “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  It’s what 
we’ll be looking at over the next few weeks in our new series ‘Step by Step to 
New Life’ - handing our lives over to God once again.  Why?  Because Jesus 
says “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10)

New Life for our Church
Even in the dark days of lockdown due to Covid 19 what a joy it was to be 
able to welcome zoom worshippers from well beyond our local area - people 
joining our Services from Australia, the U.S.A., Japan, and other parts of the 
UK.  So it was a real pleasure to visit (while on holiday in Scotland) two of our 
most regular supporters, Sandy and Kathleen, in their new home in Kirriemuir. 
Definitely the furthest ‘pastoral visit’ I’ve made!!!

The next year or so will also be an exciting and challenging year in the life 
of our congregation as I work towards retirement and the Core Group work 
through the process of appointing a new minister.  It has not been an easy time 
for churches and faith groups - although zoom Services turned out to be a real 
bonus, the fact that we were not meeting in our building meant that our doors 
weren’t open to welcome the new visitors and families who often turn up 
unexpectedly and help our church to grow.



4

Of course, there are difficulties and disappointments, but we now relish this 
opportunity of being an open, welcoming fellowship once again, actively 
praying for and looking for ‘the Miracle of Birth and New Life’.

So, the challenge ahead for us is to welcome all who come, and to build up one 
another in the faith -

“Be like newborn babies, always thirsty for the pure spiritual milk, so that by 
drinking it you may grow up and be saved.  As the scripture says, ‘You have 
found out for yourselves how kind the Lord is.’ …”  (1 Peter 2:2,3 - Good News 
Bible)

Wishing you God’s richest blessing, and a real sense of His renewing presence 
at all times.

David E.P. Currie 
Minister:  Pond Square Chapel

David and Gwen visiting Sandy and Kathleen in their new home in Kirriemuir
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While the following letter was sent to Ministers, Elders, and other leaders of the 
churches in the Thames North Synod, we feel it is relevant to everybody, and 
wanted to share it in this edition of Outlook.

Letter to Ministers, Elders, and other leaders of the churches in 
the Thames North Synod
Greetings and good wishes,

The Synod’s Pastoral Committee in its last meeting considered the human, personal 
and spiritual cost of where we have reached since the beginning of the Covid crisis.

We are aware of ministers who have engaged all their creativity to help enable 
church to happen in new ways and fellowships to remain in active fellowship and 
mission. We thank God for you. Yet, we know that many are now finding their drive 
and determination is flagging, just as emergence from lockdown seems to demand 
fresh engagement and new ideas. We are concerned about that and concerned for 
you.

We know that many others in the leadership of our churches have similarly poured 
themselves into the tasks of re-inventing church for Covid Times and may similarly 
be wondering where they will find the energy for all that lies ahead. We are 
concerned for you too.

The Pastoral Committee wish to share three simple suggestions that may help us at 
this time:

• APPRECIATION – we want to encourage our churches to join us in stopping 
for a moment to affirm those who have actively and persistently worked to 
reinvent church life for Covid Times. We believe we all need to show them our 
appreciation of what they have done and what it may have cost them to do it. 
Will your church think of a way to show your appreciation?

• ENCOURAGEMENT – we invite you to join us in encouraging all those who 
have spent themselves in our service through the pandemic to pause a moment 
and plan for their survival and renewal for the road ahead. Encourage your 
minister to take a pause, to take a few days out to share in the Thames North 
Ministers’ Spring School, to find a course or invent or discover a retreat, to find 
some way to replenish and re-nurture themselves. Some may find it hard to 
stop for recovery without your encouragement. And we’d invite you to offer 
the same encouragement to take a break for survival and renewal to any in your 
fellowship who have soldiered on all through the crisis. Please, in this way, 
share in caring for those who have been leading the caring in your fellowship. 
If it helps, there are courses that are open to everyone. We’ll keep putting 
information in the Synod News Round.
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• RESILIENCE RENEWAL – we wonder if we can use the celebration of Pentecost 
this year (23rd May) to celebrate God’s promise of resilience renewal. Those 
first followers were waiting in lockdown, the events in Jerusalem around 
Jesus’ death had drained their resilience. They waited with real uncertainty. 
Then Pentecost came and God re-inspired them and sent them out to serve 
in new ways. Might we, as part of Pentecost this year, stop and pray for each 
other as we seek to tentatively emerge from lockdown with our own battered 
resilience? Might we pray together for God’s resilience renewal for each and all 
of us?

We know that what lies ahead is still unknown, but that it may be both demanding 
and exhilarating.

We invite you pause with us and share appreciation, encouragement and resilience 
renewal that we may all be best equipped for the road ahead. And as we move on, 
one of our members spoke strongly of the need to “manage our expectations” of 
ourselves and of each other. Let’s not burden anyone with unfair expectations. Let’s 
free each other up to give our best on the way ahead. Blessings.

Yours in Christ,

From the Thames North Synod Pastoral Committee

Personal Message regarding the Letter from the Thames North 
Synod Pastoral Committee
Yes, we are worn out after the many months of testing and danger by the Covid 
pandemic. If you need and/ or are able to have a break for spiritual refreshment, 
I can wholeheartedly recommend a week, or weekend, or just an overnight stay 
at the Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre. It is situated in the most beautiful 
countryside, entirely surrounded by nature, woodland, hills, farmland. There is 
a beautiful prayer-walk with scriptural prayer stations in the cast grounds of the 
centre. It is family friendly. I have been there with Helen and friends, and also alone. 
Delicious food, personal prayer-ministry if needed. A perfect place where Jesus 
may say: “Come with Me to by yourselves to this quiet place and get some rest.”

Telephone: 01424 830033

Website: www.crowhursthealing.org.uk

Or get in touch with me for more information of how to get there by train, if a car is 
not an option.

Christa Keeler
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In Memoriam: Bernard Ralph
19 January 1951 – 1 March 2021

On Friday, 23 April 2021, at 
Islington Crematorium, a 
small group gathered to say 

their last farewells to Bernard who 
died at University College Hospital 
after a Covid-related illness.

Born in 1951, Bernard had a number of 
occupations and had lived in various 
parts of the country before settling 
latterly in London. Here, he met and 
married Tricia, and a lovely wedding 
blessing was conducted by Rev’d. Julian Templeton in a marquee in the grounds 
of Darren Court. The occasion, also attended by Honor and myself, was a 
joyous, lively and memorable celebration. 

Bernard was a member of Highgate United Reformed Church where he 
worshipped regularly, despite difficulties with his mobility. Often, with his 
walking stick in hand, he was joined by Tricia towards the end of the morning 
service. They both enjoyed the social contact with friends over coffee and 
biscuits afterwards. 

Subsequently, they found a spiritual home, just across the road from Darren 
Court, in St. George’s & All Saints Church. Here, they were wonderfully 
supported by the Reverend Alexandra Lilley. Alexandra recalled their presence 
at the Christmas Eve Candle-lit service shortly before Bernard’s final illness. She 
also described Bernard as a “great pavement conversationalist”, always with a 
friendly word of practical advice.

Partly due to tough times in his early life, Bernard always recognised the value of 
every-day things, many of which we take for granted. He threw little away. He 
was generous and a good neighbour. He was very loyal to his friends and family. 
Above all, he was a loving and steadfast   husband to Tricia - the anchor of her 
life. 

Bernard will be missed by all who knew him. We give thanks to God for his life. 
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

Roger Orme.
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Wedding Service for John Mills and 
Marjorie Wallace-Skarbek

Saturday 29th May, 2021

The church was given a 
bit of a makeover for 
what turned out to be 

a wonderful wedding service 
for local residents John and 
Marjorie.  Drapes were hung 
to good effect, there were 
flowers everywhere, and 
with personal contacts in the 
performing arts sector, the 
music was just inspirational, 
and included - Verdi’s Prelude 
from ‘La Traviata’, Schumann’s 
‘Dedication’, Bernstein’s ‘One 
Hand, One Heart’ from West 
Side Story, and Franck’s ‘Panis 
Angelicus’.
I include here a short summary of their lives which they have dedicated to hard work 
and to others:
John - Chairman of an import-export and distribution company, John Mills Limited 
(JML), which was selected by Dun and Bradstreet as being among the 150 most dynamic 
companies in Europe.
Marjorie - an award-winning investigative journalist, author and broadcaster and is chief 
executive of SANE, the leading mental health charity which she founded following her 
series of articles in The Times, ‘The Forgotten Illness’.
In 2006 she was selected as one of the 16 key achievers who had made a difference to 

the health of the nation… and, 
two years later, was chosen as 
one of the 60 most influential 
people alongside Aneurin 
Bevan and William Beveridge 
in shaping the history of the 
National Health Service.
Wishing God’s blessing for 
John and Marjorie in their life 
together, and very best wishes 
to both their families.

Marjorie and John seated, with Sacha (Marjorie’s 
son), David and Sarah (John’s daughter)  
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“Life, love, sex, faith, doubt, 
death, the universe and …?”
MR DARWIN’S TREE by Murray Watts 
Wayfarer Productions Theatre Company - Andy Harrison
Dates: 
 Friday 24th September 2021 at 7.30 pm 
Saturday 25th September at 7.30 pm 
Sunday 26th September at 4.30 pm

Venue:  
Highgate School Theatre 

Tickets: 
£10

A one man show commissioned in 2009 
for the bicentenary of Darwin’s birth 
and premiered in Westminster Abbey. 
This compelling 75 minute performance 
focuses on the relationship between 
Darwin (an agnostic) and his wife Emma 
(a Christian) and touches on issues around 
science, faith, love and human destiny.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

The Orchestra 
is back

After over a year we had 
a “socially distanced” 
orchestral concert in the 
church on Saturday, 5th 
June – the Ensemble Luce.  
They will perform again 
on Saturday 26th June.
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Excerpts from a Letter from the United Reformed Church Finance 
Committee to all members and adherents of United Reformed Churches 
and our Local Ecumenical Partnerships

It would be fair to describe the year-and-a-bit since March 2020 as having been “different”, 
wouldn’t it? Lots of us have experienced loss of loved ones, loss of income and perhaps jobs. All 
have experienced periods of lockdown; periods without ‘non-essential’ shops; and continuous and 

extensive disruption to our ‘normal’ social interactions and relationships. The world we thought we 
understood and could take for granted has been utterly transformed. How many of us imagined at the 
start of 2020 that we could go months without a haircut or without people not in our ‘bubble’ entering 
our homes?
As members of United Reformed Church congregations ourselves, we understand much of what your 
church community has experienced since March 2020. The absence of what is now regularly labelled 
“in-person worship” for much (or all) of this time has compelled us to turn to other ways of being 
church. Buildings in which we used to praise God regularly have been shut, both to regular worshipers 
and others who might have sought solace within their walls during these desperate and troubling times. 
It has been hard to maintain close fellowship with people we only meet over Zoom (or the like) – if we 
are digitally enabled.
Financially, things have been extremely tough too. Plate offerings have collapsed; some regular givers 
have had to reduce or entirely stop giving to support God’s work; and those churches which hire out 
their premises have seen income from that source disappear.
At denominational level, we feared that these financial troubles would spell disaster for the URC’s 
Ministry and Mission (‘M&M’) fund through which the URC has always supported and developed our 
stipendiary ministers and Church Related Community Workers. It would have been all too easy for 
congregations to forget that for almost 49 years this fund (under various names) has provided stipends, 
pension contributions and training for all ministers throughout the three nations in which the URC 
operates: so that ministry reaches where synods judge it to be most needed and is paid for according 
to each congregation’s ability to contribute (though the ways of determining that vary from synod to 
synod). It was all very well to remind ourselves that the M&M fund is meant to be the first call on every 
congregation’s resources if the undertaking to financially support our ministers is to be honoured. We 
feared that drastically reduced income would make that impossible and that, because the need was 
less visible than the other calls on your diminished resources, payments to the M&M fund would have 
stopped first.
We are sorry if we ever doubted you.
It quickly became apparent that, although some congregations had to reduce their pledged giving to the 
M&M fund, many more of you were continuing to meet the 2020 commitments you had made during 
better times, despite the struggles that required. Your money enabled us to meet the full costs of our 
Ministries, Education & Learning, Children’s and Youth Work and Mission departments in 2020 as well as 
covering amounts spent on safeguarding, denominational governance and communications.
We are always grateful for the financial support given each year to the M&M fund by all of you; but this 
past year has been phenomenal.
Of course, our giving for God’s work is in response to the amazing generosity and love of God which 
we see in Jesus.    Nonetheless, it is important for us to thank every one of you for what you do for 
God, your congregation and its and our denominational finances.
Thank you! 
Yours in Christ,
Ian Hardie (Treasurer) and John Piper (Deputy Treasurer)
-       On behalf of the whole United Reformed Church Finance Committee
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It’s great to be back in the building.  We have 
been busy since coming back. In May & June, 
we have focused on Thinking of Others.  The 

children enjoyed praying for others when we had 
our Prayer Zones. In July, we will be seeing how 
kind God is!

It was also amazing to see so many children 
attend our first Fun Sunday (in the building) since 
February 2020.  It was great to bake, make things 
and hear about the Good Samaritan.

It’s hard to believe that we are nearly at the end 
of the school year so I wish all our children a 
brilliant and safe summer holiday and we will be 
back in September. We are currently looking at a programme for September 
onwards so keep an eye out for any information. 

A big THANK YOU.  
A massive thank you to all the 
families who have supported us 
during lockdowns and thanks for 
adjusting to online children’s work.  

Another big thank you goes to our 
hard working and committed helpers.  
Our children’s work wouldn’t happen 
without you.

See you all soon

Stephen Michael-Rainford  
Children’s Leader
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Poetry
Sermons We See

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day;  
I’d rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way.  

The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear,  
Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear;  

And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds,  
For to see good put in action is what everybody needs.

I soon can learn to do it if you’ll let me see it done;  
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run.  

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true,  
But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do;  

For I might misunderstand you and the high advise you give,  
But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.

When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind.  
When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind  
Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me  

To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be.  
And all travellers can witness that the best of guides today  

Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way.

One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold;  
One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told.  

Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear,  
For right living speaks a language which to every one is clear.  
Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say,  

I’d rather see a sermon than to hear one, any day.

by Edgar Guest
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Sentences from  
Church Bulletins

These sentences appeared in church bulletins or were announced in 
church services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference 
includes meals.

The sermon this morning: Jesus walks 
on water. The sermon this evening: 
Searching for Jesus.

Remember in prayer the many who 
are sick of our community. Smile at 
someone who is hard to love. Say “Hell” 
to someone who doesn’t care much 
about you.

Don’t let worry kill you off. Let the 
Church help you.

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. 
So ends a friendship that began in their school days.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is hell?’ 
Come early and listen to our choir practice.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment, and 
gracious hostility.

Low-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back 
door.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the church 
basement Friday at 7pm. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
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• • • • • • Diary Dates 2021 • • • • • •

June
Sun 20 10.30 am Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, and Sunday’s Cool
 1 - 2 pm  Covid Candles - Special Service,  

part of Highgate Festival
Friday 25 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 27 10.30 am Book-Giving Service for Sunday’s Cool

July
Friday 2 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 4 10.30 am Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, and Sunday’s Cool
Friday 9 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 11 10.30 am  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, including 

Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Friday 16 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 18 10.30 am Service conducted by Rev. John Mackerness
Friday 23 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 25 10.30 am Minister on Annual Leave
Friday 30 12.30 pm Meditation

August
Sun 1 10.30 am Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Friday 6 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 8 10.30 am  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, including 

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Friday 13 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 15 10.30 am Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Friday 20 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 22 10.30 am Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Friday 27 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 29 10.30 am Service conducted by Nick Cooke Q.C.
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• • • • • • Diary Dates 2021 • • • • • •

September
Friday 3 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 5 10.30 am Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, and Sunday’s Cool
Friday 10 12.30 pm Meditation
Sun 12 10.30 am  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, including 

Sacrament of Holy Communion; and Sunday’s Cool
Friday 17 12.30 pm Meditation
Sat 18 1 - 6 pm  Art Exhibition with Kate Green -  

part of Fair-in-the-Square
Sun 19 10.30 am  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost,  

and Sunday’s Cool
 2 - 4 pm Art and Writing Workshop with Kate Green
Friday 24 12.30 pm Meditation
 7.30 pm “Mr. Darwin’s Tree” at Highgate School Theatre
Sat 25 7.30 pm “Mr. Darwin’s Tree” at Highgate School Theatre
Sun 26 10.30 am Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, and Fun Sunday
 4.30 pm “Mr. Darwin’s Tree” at Highgate School Theatre

October
Friday 1 12.30 pm Meditation

Sun 3 10.30 am Family Harvest Thanksgiving Service

Friday 8 12.30 pm Meditation

Sun 10 10.30 am  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, including 
Sacrament of Holy Communion; and Sunday’s Cool

 6.30 pm Ecumenical CTH Service with London Gallery Quire
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Lectionary Readings For Sundays
TRINITY 2 June 13 : 
1 Samuel 15 v. 34 - 16; Psalm 20; Mark 4 v. 26 - 34; 2 Corinthians 5 v. 6 - 10 & v. 14 - 17.

TRINITY 3 June 20 :  
1 Samuel 17 v. 32 - 49; Psalm 133; Mark 4 v. 35 - 41; 2 Corinthians 6 v. 1 - 13.

TRINITY 4 June 27 : 
2 Samuel 1 v. 1 & v. 17 - 27; Psalm 130; Mark 5 v. 21 - 43; 2 Corinthians 8 v. 7 - 15.

TRINITY 5 July 4 : 
2 Samuel 5 v. 1-5 & v. 9 - 10; Psalm 48; Mark 6 v. 1 - 13; 2 Corinthians 12 v. 2 - 10.

TRINITY 6 July 11 : 
2 Samuel 6 v. 1 -5 & 12b - 19; Psalm 24; Mark 6 v. 14 - 29; Ephesians 1 v. 3 - 14.

TRINITY 7 July 18 : 
2 Samuel 7 v. 1 - 14a; Psalm 89 v. 20 - 37; Mark 6 v. 30 -34 & v. 53 - 56; Ephesians 2 v. 11 - 22.

TRINITY 8 July 25 : 
2 Samuel 11 v. 1 - 15; Psalm 14; John 6 v. 1 - 21; Ephesians 3 v. 14 - 21.

TRINITY 9 August 1 : 
2 Samuel 11 v. 26 - 12 v. 13a; Psalm 51 v. 1 - 13; John 6 v. 24 - 35; Ephesians 4 v. 1 - 16.

TRINITY 10 August 8 : 
2 Samuel 18 v. 5 - 9 & v. 31- 33; Psalm 130; John 6 v. 35 & v. 41 - 51; Ephesians 4 v. 25 - 5 v. 2.

TRINITY 11 August 15 : 
1 Kings 2 v. 10 - 12 & 3 v. 3 - 14; Psalm 111; John 6 v. 51 - 58; Ephesians 5 v. 15 - 20.

TRINITY 12 August 22 : 
1 Kings 8 v. 22 - 30 & 41 - 43; Psalm 84; John 6 v. 56 - 69; Ephesians 6 v. 10 - 20.

TRINITY 13 August 29 : 
Song of Solomon 2 v. 8 - 13; Psalm 45 v. 1 - 2 & 6 - 9; Mark 7 v. 1 - 23; James 1 v. 17 - 27.

TRINITY 14 September 5 : 
Proverbs 22 v. 1 - 23; Psalm 125; Mark 7 v. 24 - 37; James 2 v. 1 - 10 & v. 14 - 17.

TRINITY 15 September 12 : 
Proverbs 1 v. 20 - 33; Psalm 19; Mark 8 v. 27 - 38; James 3 v. 1 - 12.

TRINITY 16 September 19 : 
Proverbs 31 v. 10 - 31; Psalm 1; Mark 9 v. 30 - 37; James 3 v. 13 - 4 v. 3 - 8a.

TRINITY 17 September 26 : 
Esther 7 v. 1 - 22; Psalm 124; Mark 9 v. 38 - 50; James 5 v. 13 - 20.


